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TO THE NATION'S TEACHER
Therefore go forth, companion,
When you find no highway, no track,
All being blind,
The way to go shall glimmer
In thy mind.
Though you have conquered the earth
And charted the sea,
And planned the course of all the stars
That be,
Adventure on,
More wonders are in thee.
Adventure on,
For from the littlest clue
Has come whatever worth
Man ever knew,
And the next to lighten all men,
May be you.

— John Masefield
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The Vedic prayer, Guru Brahma,
equating a teacher with the trinity of
gods, Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh, has
been recited by generations of students in
India, extolling the virtues the teacher
supposedly possesses and his
unquestionable dedication to the values of
the teaching profession. I am not sure
about me in this respect; but I would like
to declare at this moment that I had the
experience other way round. I had a
student named Vishnu.in the very first
year of my service as a school teacher
whom I am proud to remember as a
Shishya Guru. 1 feel professionally and
morally acquitted by paying homage to
his memory. I am sorry to state that he
expired a few years ago of a massive
stroke.

I graduated from the famous Gujarat
College, Ahmedabad in 1949. I joined my
school, Vakharia High School, Kalol
(N.G) as a teacher of English in June
1950. T was the class teacher of Std.VIII
to begin with. The class had 40 students,
all boys. Vishnu Patel, a student in the
class, hailed from a neighbouring village,
Saij, which, 1nc1dentally, was a hub of
Satyagrah activities in 1942. It seems he
had some aggressive germs of a
satyagrahi volunteer in his blood. He used
to volunteer for many activities during the
year he was in Std.VIIL..

I used to teach English with a
textbook. I would read out a lesson, give

GURU VISHNU AND VISHNU GURU
TOO THIS MAXIM FOR ME IS ALWAYS TRUE.

Dr Dawoodbhai Ghanchi, Formerly
Pro-Vice Chancellor, North Gu] arat University

. v‘?x"%"gy é,y/é%» A ‘% x%zgg}% ’%%‘

meaning of new words and write them on
the black board. One day Vishnu
suggested that there should be a word
game and he would bring words every
day for the game. I was not formally
trained then to be a teacher, so I accepted
Vishnu’s suggestion by way of an
experiment. Vishnu would pose a word
and ask for its meaning. His class mates
would suggest the meaning and if it was
not correct, he would ask me or himself
give one. The game got diversified in
spellings, usage, and word building and
so on. Thus Vishnu became my resource
person, in a way.

One day Vishnu challenged the class
with a strange word. It was “EERIE”.
None in the class could give its meaning.
Finally he referred it to me! As a teacher
I had so far amused myself with the belief
that I knew everything about English.
That’s the ego born out of vanity. But
‘EERIE “‘was not going to yield to my
false ego; I did not know its meaning
then! Accepting my defeat, I felt
crestfallen! I was so flummoxed then that
I could not remind myself of this famous
Sanskrit shloka:

Ichchhet sarvatra vijayam, Putraat
shishyaat tu paraajayam.

That proved to be a moment of self-
evaluation and introspection for me. I
admitted my ignorance and asked Vishnu
to give the meaning as the ultimate victor,
and he did it.”’EERIE “means: strange,

Qo0
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amazing, confounding the common
sense...and so on. Vishnu had provided
the icebreaker for the moment, a sort of
a breather and a moral booster. I thanked
him for saving the situation.

During the year, too, there were
several occasions when he volunteered as
an aid to me in my classroom tasks. In
fact, he provided me opportunities to
learn a few new tricks and language
games which made our class work joyful
as well as productive.

After three years 1 joined the
A.GTeachers College, Ahmedabad to get
trained as a teacher of English. My
professor there, the late Mr. R.S. Trivedi,
introduced me to the creative pedagogy of
English. Language games and
communication activities were thoroughly
ingrained in our professional repertoire. I
used to remember how Vishnu had played
his icebreaking role with word games.
Now that experience was no longer
“EERIE “for me; it was instructive and
path breaking.

Vishnu had a brilliant career as a
student at school as well as at college .
He rose to be a lecturer at a renowned
college of education in Ahmedabad and
then as principal of a college of education
in  Panchmahals, Gujarat. My initial
interface  with  Vishnu got - formal
grooming in the years after I got my
B.Ed, degree in English with a first class
first rank in the Gujarat University. In his
simple, innocent, juvenile way Vishnu,
my Shishya Guru, presaged my future
professional orientation .In retrospect, I
would  verbalise the unpremeditated
implications of his impromptu inputs in
my class of English like the word game

as under.

1. Make classroom teaching an interactive
process enlisting student
participation.

2. Inject an element of play and delight
in the teaching process.

3. Encourage experiential learning
through various activities.
4. Appreciate even the smallest

contribution by the students.

5. Be a life-long learner as a teacher.

Rabindranath Tagore, the great poet
and educationist of modern India |,
emphasized that a teacher can remain a
teacher only if he continues to be a
student. Another great poet, a renowned
poet of the eighteenth century England ,
Alexander Pope, too stressed the
importance of continuous enhancement of
one’s knowledge by constantly learning
and relearning. His message is equally
valid in the 21* century that is known as
the age of knowledge. Every teacher,
therefore, should keep Pope’s message in
front of him:

A little learning is a dangerous
thing, Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian
Spring; Those shallow drops intoxicate
the brain, And drinking largely, sobers us
again!

In his own child- like way, Vishnu
had awakened me to my future role
without, of course, saying the warning in
as many words: Chet Machchhindra
Gorakh aayaa.’

My Salam to that valued Shishya
Guru, Vishnu!

(Add. Dahela, Near Bajar Tower,
Kalol (Dist. Gandhinagar)
M. 9427279744
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