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Professor Bholabhai Patel is one of the most influential, insightful and
compelling Indian critics writing in Gujarati and Hindi. He is nonpareil as an
exquisite blending of a scholar, writer, critic, translator and travelogue writer.
He is a polyglot who traverses terrains of various literatures in Indian lan-
guages like Gujarati, Hindi, Bengali, Assamese, and Oriya among others with
equal felicity. Moreover, he is among the few competent readers of literature
who can read with care and sensitivity. Classical literature, particularly San-
skrit, form the roots/foundation, western literature like English, German and
French in paxiiculay the sky, and Indian literatures in Gujarati in particular,
Hindi, Bengali and Assamese in general and their interliterariness as the
trunk and the life force of the his literary world view. Thus, with his literary
and critical pursuits e.g. his book on Indian novel, the concept of comparative
Indian literature be'cczi"nes a reality.

£x ' - Avadhesh Kumar Singh
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