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Shri Mohanlal Patel (1927-2020),
former Principal of Sarva Vidyalaya School,
Kadi and former President of Kadva
Patidar Kelavani Uttejak Mandal, Kadi, was
a leading Gujarati litterateur. Versatility

7S

Dr. Amrita Paresh Patel

and prolificacy can be considered the most
important aspects of his creative writings.
His creative writings in Gujarati include
novels, historical novels, short stories,
laghu kathas, biographies and his own
autobiography, educational
books.

I consider myself fortunate enough

along with

to come into his contact when I was ap-
pointed as a lecturer in Uma Arts and
Nathiba Commerce Mahila College,
Gandhinagar in 1991. I could see that all
the office bearers of Sarva Vidyalaya
Kelavani Mandal held him in very high
respect and his word was considered final
in many decisions of the Mandal.

At that time I wondered what was so
striking in the personality of this man who
was apparently so simple, sober and yet at
times very outspoken and empathetic in
his addresses of the gatherings and meet-
ings of the Mandal.

Gradually, I got myself acquainted
with the multi-faceted aspects of his per-
sonality.

First and foremost, he was a man of
ideals like patriotism, selfless social service

and truthfulness . He was courageous

Shri Mo'hanlal' Patel :
Man of Ideals and Integrity

A
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enough to put these principles into prac-
tice.

His patriotic spirit inspired him to be
a freedom fighter in his career as a student
and he participated in Quit India Move-
ment while he was doing his matriculation
in 1942. His patriotism led him to partici-
pate in the meetings and demonstrations in
the beginning of a few months of this
Movement. Then he associated himself
with certain creative activities of the free-
dom struggle during his study in a college
in Vadodara like cleaning the public places,
constructing the roads with earth and tak-
ing lunch with Harijans, etc. He partici-
pated enthusiastically on the Independence
Day of India on 15th August, 1947 at 12:00
midnight in Ahmedabad Municipality
Kotha building. These experiences of the
freedom movement led him to write novels
like Ran Ma Chhai Shyam Ghata,
Bhavprapanch, Dead End, short stories
like Shahid No Dikro, Bheed Na Ekaant,
one-act plays like, Sangeet Ane Shahadat,
brief stories like Sod, Dhwajdin,
Digbhraant, Maria Ni Ankh and the col-
lection of short biographical sketches, en-
titted Mehsana Jilla Na Swatyantr
Sainiko.

Shri Mohanlal’s motto was that of
selfless social service for which he left a
prospective career of a professor in a well-
known college in Ahmedabad in 1961 and
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the of Sarva

Vidyalaya School in the then small town

accepted principalship
of Kadi. Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal
also has a motto of Kar Bhala Hoga Bhala.
Additionally, he accepted the duty of
Mukhya Grihpati ( Superintendent ) of
Vidyarthi Ashram (Hostel) there. He ac-
cepted the membership of Management of
Vidyarthi Sahayak Mandali Limited. He
also was selected as the member of state
advisory committee of N C C. He held
different positions in various projects re-
lated to vocational training of UNICEF
between 1965 and 1969. He earned various
awards for his philanthropic service for
students, community and education at
large and literary works also like Darshak
Award, ‘Aanart Award’, ‘Dhanji Kanji
‘Shresth
Award of Government of

Suvaran Chandrak’ and also
Shikshak’
Gujarat. During his dynamic career at
Sarva Vidyalaya School, Kadi from 1961 to
1984, he gradually involved himself so
much with the varied philanthropic activi-
ties of the Mandal that he became the part
and parcel of the Management and held
different offices in various committees, be-
ginning from Executive Council member of
Kadva Patidar Kelavani Uttejak Mandal in
1962 to the President of Kadva Patidar
Kelavani Uttejak Mandal in 2011. He held
the the
Gandhinagar branch of Sarva Vidyalaya
Kelavani Mandal from 1985 to 2011, as well.

His close and constant association

position  of Secretary  of

with Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal led
him to write the excellent biography,
Pragna Deep Chhaganbha. This exhibits
all the exemplary qualities of Pujya
Chhaganbha who was a man of deep

spiritual interest. Sri Mohanlal Patel nar-
rates how this spiritually motivated man,
inspired by Swami Keshwanand, gave up
the idea of taking diksha of sanyasa and
dexterously endeavoured for years to re-
move the prevalent social evils and bring
about social revolution through education
in North Gujarat, particularly by establish-
ing a boarding school with seven students
and various activities of Kadva Patidar
Uttejak Mandal
Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal, Kadi, very
well. Sri Mohanlal Patel, with all brevity of
writing style, has created such a vivid

Kelavani and Sarva

picture of Pujya Chhaganbha, that the
reader feels as if he is present before him
in flash and blood and showing all good
qualities which he lived in his life of
sincerity, hard work, honesty and compas-
sion for all. Sri Mohanlal has poured his
soul in writing this biography and it is a
work of perennial interest and inspiration
for all academicians, educationists, teach-
ers, philanthropists, hostel superintendents
and students of all times. In fact, it can be
considered the Geeta for all those who are
associated with Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani
Mandal to understand the founding prin-
ciples like Satyam Param Dhimahi(The
Emblem of Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani
Manal) and Kar Bhala Hoga Bhala(The

motto of Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani
Mandal)
He edited the book Karma

chudamani Maneklal which was pre-
pared to felicitate Sri Maneklal M. Patel, the
visionary Chairman of Sarva Vidyalaya
Kelavani Mandal and the President of Kadi
Sarva Vishwavidyalaya. Shri Mohanlal also

penned the book  Dhruvtarak-Shri
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Maneklal Patel ni Jivankatha in 2013. Sri
Mohanlal Patel had witnessed and re-
corded all the major landmarks of achieve-
ments of Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal
with his foresight. This record has been
documented in the book form by Sri
Mohanlal under the tiltle, Sarva Vidyalay
Kelavani Mandal Kadi ane Gandhinagar
ane, Kadva Patidar Kelavani Uttejak
Mandal, Kadi : Sankshipt Itihas which
was published by Sarva
Kelavani Mandal in 2015.
According to Shri Mohanlal, the best
person in the world is the one who pos-

Vidyalaya

sesses the characteristics of compassion for
all, even for all creatures and nature in the
world. Such a person is able to understand
the difficulties and troubles of others.
Moreover, he must have the spirit of equal-
ity for all. Shri Mohanlal himself developed
these qualities in him. He was so compas-
sionate to his fellow workers, his students
and all human beings who came into his
contact.

All through his life he remained true
to his ideals. He was particular enough to
follow meticulously his ideals in his prac-
tical life. He has recorded the events of his
life in detail in his autobiography. His
autobiography is a record of a person who
has struggled so much to live as per his
principles. He has tried to be an ideal
freedom fighter, an ideal teacher, Principal
of school and Superintendent of hostel who
chiseled the lives of many of his students.
Shri Mohanlal was an ideal literary writer
who did not write novels when he accepted
the
School, Kadi, thinking that romantic narra-

Principalship of Sarva Vidyalaya

tions of novels might not have good moral

impact on his students.

His prolific literary contribution in-
cludes 20 novels, 13 collections of stories,
3 collections of laghu katha i.e. brief sto-
ries, 5 collections of essays, a book on
travelogue, 6 books of literary criticism, 4
compiled books, 7 books on education etc.
He wrote his autobiography, Time Capsule
and also seven books of biographies. 4
books in English are also written by him.
4 critical works are published on Shri
Mohanlal’s literary contribution during his
own life time.

In his autobiography, Time Capsule,
with all honesty he has narrated all inci-
dents of his life from childhood to the date
when he published it first in 2013
revised it in 2019. It contains vivacious
sketches
and neighbours, descriptions of different

and
of his parents, family members

places of Patan and the culture of that city,
including the collaborative spirit with
which the young and the aged, men and
women of Jogiwada, where his house is
situated, lived. Moreover, it can be consid-
ered a document of education system and
also the literary environment of his time.

In his historical writings he never
deviated from the facts of historical records
which have given a great authenticity to his
historical as well as biographical and au-
tobiographical works.

While he was working as the Princi-
pal of Sarva Vidyalaya School, Kadi and
Superintendent of Vidyarthi Ashram there,
he took genuine interest in the likes and
dislikes, merits and talents of his students
and attempted to channelize their energies
in the proper direction. He inspired many
of his students who had liking for creative
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writing in the right direction. So, many of
his students, like him, turned out to be
great writers. The most noticeable case is
that of Shri Bholabhai Patel, who was
awarded Padmashree Award by the Presi-
dent of India for his contribution in the
field of literature. This apart, the list of Shri
Mohanlal’s students who became famous
as Gujarati writers include Ramesh Trivedi,
Bhagvad Suthar, Prasad Brahmabhatt, Dilip
Roy, Prakash Gajjar, Upendra Raval etc.

In his interview with Shri Manibhai
Prajapati, Publication Officer, Kadi Sarva
Vishwa Vidyalaya, Gandhinagar, he very
honestly answers his questions. When he
was asked a question about Mahatma
Gandhi and his thoughts, Shri Mohanlal
said that though he liked Gandhian prin-
ciples, he finds it difficult to believe in
views of Gandhiji on Hind Swaraj.

When Shri Mohanlal was asked about
the purpose of getting his novels published
in sequels in different dailies of Gujarati,
he confessed that the reason was that of
earning money.

When Shri Manhibhai enquired about
the critics of his literary works, Shri
Mohanlal said that he is not unhappy
because his critics criticized his works but
because his critics criticized his works with-
out reading them, which was very painful
to him.

Shri Mohanlal can be considered a
man of ideals and integrity as he was true
to himself in his words and behaviour.
Such a person is rare to find in the modern
times. There was no pretense, no self-

complacency, and no hypocrisy in his
behavior.

When I approached him in 2018 with
my work on Wordsworth with a wish to
get the book published with an introduc-
tion by him, very gladly he accepted my
proposal. Though he had some issues with
his eyesight at that time, he read my work
line by line and wrote a very extensive
Introduction with all his exposure to the
field of literature of the world for years. He
brought out all qualities of my work in
detail. My work saw the light of the day
because of his encouragement and enthu-
siasm. Shri Vallabhbhai Patel, President of
Kadi Sarva Vishwavidyalaya and Chair-
man of Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal,
was kind enough to publish my work
of Kadi Sarva
Vishwavidyalaya with the title
Wordsworth as a Poetic Mystic: A Criti-
cal Study in 2019.

I salute Shri Mohanlal Patel for all his
integrity, values, ideals and tremendous

under the banner

energy to live the active life till almost the
end of his life. I pray to God that such souls
like Shri Mohanlal Patel may be back again
and again on this planet for Sarva
Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal, for humanity
and also for persons like us who learn from
the light of his personality.
Amrita Paresh Patel
Principal
Uma Arts and Nathiba Commerce
Mabhila College

Gandhinagar
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‘Mohanlala has carried the torch of
education and creative writing and has
provided leadership in several educational
institutions in Gujarat state. His accom-
plishments as well as his curiosity and
sense of humor have been a significant
inspiration for me. I consider my self for-
tunate being one of his students. Eventually
his co-worker and family friend.’

- Dr. C. K Patel

Professor Emeritus and former Chaiperson,

Triton College, River Grove, lllinosis, US.A.
°
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