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If T have to suggest only one reform in education system, I would like to
suggest that examination system should be reformed.

- Radhakrishnan Commission, 1948-1949
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In the present system, when the future of the students is totally decided by one
external examination at the end of the year, students pay minimum attention to the
teachers, do little independent study throughout most of the academic year and has
cram for the final examination. The crippling effect of external examination on the
quality of work in higher education is so great that examination reforms has
become crucial to all progress and has to go hand in hand with improvements in
teaching.

- Dr. Kothari Commission, 1964-66
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"The present system of examina-
tion has been the major contributing
factor to the inordinate strain, slackness,
corruption and inefficiency everywhere
in our higher education system. It en-
courages selective study and rote learn-
ing, and discourages innovative teach-
ing and serious and sustained study. It
is replete with serious deficiencies and
has erdoded the credibility and validty
of the degress awarded. This should be
dismantled and replaced with a system
of continous and comprehensive inter-
nal assessment which will eliminate
examination fear, evaluate student’s
proficiency, encourage regular study
habits, facilitate continuous feedback on
performance and help to improve it,
ensure teachers’ accountability and help
the teachers in self-assessment. The
teacher who teaches a course has to
have the responsibility for assessing and
grading a student. There should not be
any secrecy about any part of the assess-
ment. If continuous internal assessment
is introduced in all institutions, there
will be a thorough decentralization in
the examination system which will pave
the way for real competition where the
best alone will stand the test and serve...
We have no choice except to introduce
this system in the entire sector of higher
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Two roads diverged in a wood
And I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference
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A Patient's Faith In Doctor

This is a true story about faith and
a dedicated doctor.

A man once became very ill with
stomach ailments. He consulted many
doctors who examined him thoroughly
and diagnosed stomach ulcer. They
were of the opinion that his stomach
lining had completely corroded and
nothing much could be done to help
him. Over time, the suffering man
could not even eat or drink anything.
Whatever he ate, howevere light or
plain, could not be digested.

His condition became even more
serious which led to severe and con-
tinuous heart burn and discomfort the
whole day. As a result, he could not
work during the day nor could he
sleep at night.

A friend of his came to know
about his problem and recommended
a doctor who was quit old and very
humble. They all decided that there
was no herm in consulting one more
doctor. Though the ill man had no
hope for himself, he visited and met
the doctor.

The old doctor examined him and
said tat he could help get better but
he would have to stick to a strick diet
and follow it religiously. The man said
that he was ready for anything if
would halp him.

To everyone's surprise, the simple
and humble doctor did not prescribe
much medicines but told him that if
followed a diet consisting of milk and
bananas, he could be cured. The sick
man was advised to have only milk &
bananas and nothing else for a month.
Though surprised, he agreed to do as
he asked.

He went home with not much
strength, will or hope. His wife heard
about the new treatment and prayed
to God to help them. She put her
husband on bed rest and gave him
milk and bananas whenever he could
eat even a little. AT first, the man
could not digest even this but with
perseverance and hope, he contin-
ued.

After about 15 days, he became
slightly better and the pain in his
stomach lessened. The continued feel-
ing of being on fire became better too
and he smiled a bit after a long time.
One month passed and he was com-
pletely cures. He started going for
work and met his saviour occasionally
to sit and chat with him.

For him, his doctor was God him-
self who had saved him from dying.
He learnt the true meaning of hope
and faith.

(courtesy : Doctor's Day, July 2011)
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