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Privilege it is to be with books, if
life is kind enough to spare time to be
with them. However, it is greater privi-
lege to with and among those who love
and read books, for such souls are
living library of libraries. Books are
ideas incarnate and storehouse of
seeds. The seeds grow in people who
read them. They form our personality
and sustain us as human being in the
moments of crises, when we are about
to break into bits, and act as the
foundation stone in moments of crisis.
All relations, positions, and contacts
might fail you but not ideas that books
would gift you in the course of your
interaction with them. Thus, books are
the most faithful friends.

Change is inevitable and survival
is optional. Books help in managing
the change. Why should Gujarat read?
Gujarat should read because in the 21st
century only those individuals, institu-
tions and societies would survive that
would be willing to learn at every
moment. The derivate to it is: From
where to learn? Of all the sources of
learning, books are the most reliable
and the least expensive, as they are the
inexhaustible fountain of ideas? More-
over, Gujarat should read because it
has to lead, because India has to par-
ticipate by gleaning ideas, intervening
with its ideas, applying and dissemi-

for Their Ideas Never Fail Us
s avadhesh kumar

Have aith in ooks, |

singh
nating ideas. For gleaning ideas there
is no other way but access them from
their fountain-heads i.e. great minds
and their repository i.e. books. Since
it is not possible to have great minds
physically with us, their books contain-
ing their ideas may serve the purpose.
Books cannot replace great minds but
they are the best alternatives to their
ideas.

There is another reason for us to
read. We are descendents of the great
Indian civilization. The greatness of
this civilization is attested by a long
continued tradition of contribution to
knowledge. Of 49 major civilizations of
the world, the uniqueness of Indian
civilization has been its inclusive char-
acter that welcomes ideas from all over
the world, as stated in the Vedic hymn
"Aa no bhadrakratavoyantu-
vishwatah.” (Let all noblest thoughts of
the world come to us from all over the
world!) How would great thoughts
would to us? The great ideas would
not travel to us on their own. We have
to go to them and receive them. But
where to go for them? We have to go
books for that. Books are the address
of ideas. Great books are the gateway
to great ideas. They are the touchstones
that have the capacity to transform us
into mine of sublime thoughts and
action with their mere tuoch.
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Remember we must to read books
to be worthy inheritors of the Indian
knowledge civilization that is attested
by a large number of knowledge texts
and manuscripts in it. According to
Peter Scharf, the number of knowledge
texts and manuscripts in Sanskrit is 100
times more than the number of manu-
scripts in Greek and Latin put together.
As its inheritors, we have to respect the
sages and seers who composed them.
To do so, we need not worship them.
We have to read them, and learn from
them how the great ancestors con-
structed and constituted knowledge.
Read, and the rest of the world would
reach you.

Indian civilization was a knowl-
edge civilization because it was a civi-
lization that centralized -learning to
such an extent that it had no world for
teaching. The world for 'teaching' in
Indian languages that i know is made
from the causative word in them for
'learning’. All its cultural heroes Rama,
Krishna, Arjuna were great learners
and students. All its gods were learners
first and gods thereafter. They learnt
from all sources in all circumstances.
For example, Rama as an obedient son
accepted exile just before he was to be
coroneted as the king of Ayodhya. He
converted his vanvas (exile) into
gyanvas (the abode of learning). Dur-
ing his exile, he went to see all sages
and seers of the period who were
masters or practioners of different,
even opposite schools of thoughts, as
someone like Javali who did not be-
lieve in the authority of the shatric
scriptures, and stressed on the impor-

tance of experience and observation as
the sole guide of one's conduct when
Rama asked him about the principles
he should be guided by in his life.
Moreover, in his meetings with the
sages and seers, he did not complain
about what has happened to him or the
deprivation suffered by him. He learnt
from them about life, its ways and the
conduct. There are two lessons for us.
Never cease to learn however
adversarial the circumstance might be.
Institutions and individuals with sub-
lime ideas are always there in all
periods, either in person or in the form
of books or ideas. But we have to go
to them and seek their guidance.
Rama's willingness to learn in all
stages of life is a lesson for all of us.
He learns not only from his teachers
like Vashishtha, Vishwamitra, and
from all sages but even from his now
vanquished 'enemy' Ravana, the great-
est warrior and scholar of his age, as
he sends Lakshmana to learn from
Ravana before he leaves the world.
Some of us can ask a question that now
the rishis, sages and seers are not there,
so where to go to learn from? The
simple answer is that they may not be
physically with us, but their books and
treatises are there. They live with us in
the form of their ideas in their books.
So we can read them and learn from
them. Let Gujarat and India read. The
world would read their reading.
Reading is fine, but it is equally
important how to read. Let me answer
it on the basis of my personal experi-
ence. While I was in intermediate
college, i had opted Sanskrit with
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English. i cannot remember any grand
reason for the choice. Since there were
two sections in the class, i was in
section A in which Acharyaji taught us,
and in section B in which Shastriji was
a teacher of Sanskrit. From Acharyaji
who was not a Brahmin by the way,
i learnt how to read. Comparatively,
Acharyaji was a slow teacher. In the
first year in the month of December, 1
realized that the friends in section B
were happy because Shastriji had, as
we used to say, 'covered' almost all the
course, and we were not even half way
through. Then we compared the meth-
odology of their teaching, nay reading,
Sanskrit texts. Shastriji would just read
the text and then explain its meaning.
In way he paraphrased and translated
it. Acharyaji on the other hand would
make one of us read text aloud in the
class. Then he would de-compound
every Sanskrit word/ phrase into its
parts beginning with its root word, its
prefix and suffix. Then he would put
them together. It was nothing short of
magical experience to the most of us,
and dull and drab time wasting effort
for quite a few. He would round off
with the final reading of the extract or
shlokaafter explaining the meaning of
the piece. It would happen many times
in a class, but i do not remember if he
could teach more than 3 shlokas of
Kalidasa'sRaghuvansham in a class. In
the month of January we went to see
him and request him to speed up
teaching and 'cover' the course. He
smiled to hide his sadness, and said
that he did not teach us. He tried to
teach us how to read a text as a whole

and its parts. He could have also
resorted to teaching like his other
counterparts in a traditional manner.
But he chose the more difficult course
so that his students might be/ were
equipped with skills of reading a text
for the rest of their lives. Thus, he
transformed his job into a calling, a
purpose of life for which he was born.
Emboldened by the comfort zone cre-
ated by him with his concerns for us,
we further asked him asto why did he
take the lon(g)er path for us. He told
us that were two reasons for it. Firstly,
he wanted his students to know the
method of reading and not reading for
us. Knowing the methodology of read-
ing is like having the master key. After
having it, no spoon-feeding is needed.
It is like watering the root of a tree,
and not its leaves. Secondly, he said
that he taught us in this manner be-
cause as a student he had dreamt to
be a 'Professor (sic Lecturer) in a
degree college. For various reasons,
despite having distinguished career he
could not get selected in a degree
college. So he joined the intermediate
college as a lecturer. He could not be
in a college but did not give up his
dream of teaching the way he would
have taught in a degree college. But he
had the dream of teaching Sanskrit in
a certain way to his students. For him,
his dream was more important than his
designation. Though he was not in a
degree college, he taught his students
in an intermediate college the way he
would have taught his degree college
students. It was a major lesson in
reading, learning and teaching as ac-
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tivities.

Sensing the suitability of occasion,
one of us asked Acharyaji about the
ideal that we should have as students.
With a pause he mentioned that he
would not, and should not, tell us as
to who should be our ideal because
everyone should find one's own. How-
ever, he became ready to share his
ideal with us. His ideal was Swami
Vivekananda and his ideal of the ‘in-
tellectual warrior'. He did not explain
it then to us, and did not understand
the implied meaning. Later i realized
the meaning of the concept 'intellectual
hero’ to some extent. The ‘intellectual’
would not just be proud of his/her rich
intellectual heritage but would acquire
it with industry and intelligence, and
enrich it with his perennial quest for
learning and disseminating ideas and
practicing them for larger good of
people. Mere intellectuality is not
enough; intellectual giants that cannot
protect him/herself against oppression
fade gradually in history.: The same is
the case with physical giants. The
intellectual warrior would be a combi-
nation of the two. The intellectual
warrior would not attack, defeat others
and conquer the world militarily. S/he
is a person with robust intellectuality
and equally robust physicality, excel-
ling in shastra and shaastra as well. S /
he is a 'fit' person who can adopt,
adapt, and be adept with an innate
capability of defending him/herself
against any act of aggression. S/he
would use his strength to protect the
weak and oppressed against tyrants
and hegemonic forces. The worth of

her/his power is standing with/by the
weak and suffering souls.

Dear friends! Let me leave you
with the last two points to ponder that
we were given by the teacher who
wanted us to be leaders i.e. intellectual
heroes by being good readers :

1. Always keep a book with you,
from the time you get up and the time
you go sleep. There is nothing like
reading time. Whenever get some time,
open and access ideas by reading a
piece/extract from it.

2. Select a source text from the
knowledge domain of your choice and
interest. See it every day, and read at
least certain portion from it. The path
would teach you how to construct
knowledge.

He was a true acharya whose
acharan(conduct) and vyavahar (prac-
tice) taught us beyond measure many

lessons  in reading.  Tasmaisri-
guruvainamah. Tasmaisripustakai-
namah.

"Reader of today is a leader of
tomorrow".

‘The road to knowledge begins
with the turn of the page. Every book
is rung in the ladder of life of wisdom."

Avadhesh kumar singh,
Convener,

Knowledge Consortium of Gujarat,
240, Sector 9, Gandhinagar 382 009
(Gujarat)

E-mail : convener.ai.kcg@gmail.com
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