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Choudhary on whom Sahity Akademi is
conferring its fellowship is a prolific writer
and outstanding Indian writer writing in
Gujarati who has received in equal mea-
sure, both popular and acclain and critical
approbation... Sahitya Akedemi feels ex-
tremely proud in conferring its HIGHEST
HONOUR of FELLOWSHIP on DR
RAGHUVEER CHOUDHARY. ,
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Nature of Education: Education is a

transformative process that is designed to
bring about desired change in the personal-
ity and behavior of the educand, namely the
learner who passes through the process ,
which may happen with or without the
intervention of the educator, i. e. the teacher.
The change would be in proportion to the
deliberate, measured inputs provided
during the process by the enabler, namely
the educator comprising a human agent or
a system or an agency like the physical, tech-
nological, or socio-cultural infrastructure. In
fact, over centuries, education has developed
into a complex, multifactor process. It is no
longer a simple linear process, entirely
controlled by a human teacher passing on
bits of information to the recipient learner.

In the modern context, therefore,
education as a process functions at multiple
levels trying to bring about change in the
multifaceted personality of the learner
through the operation of multiple factors,
forces, tools etc. And so education has
become an elaborate, comprehensive en-
deavour aimed at changing the personality
of the learner for better. It is intensively
laboured, it being a labour intensive
activity, is meticulously planned and almost
super-designed. After all, modern education
is tremendously influenced and shaped by
the contemporary world scenario which
itself is a conglomerate of diverse forces like
politics, socio-cultural life styles, economy,
arts, religion, entertainment ,advancements
in the fields of science and technology and
myriad other factors.

everangmg Triple Synergy To Promote HO|ISIStIC
Education in India's Higher
Education System : A Critical Curative for them/ \
Skewes System { \

Dr Dawoodbhal Ghanchl
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Education in the modern age of rapid
changes being continually caused by several
agents, including the powerful change agent
of globalization at all levels has ,thus, got a
new role to play shaping the personality of
the learner and its interaction with other
domains like society and environment. It is
the role as a synergizing agent for the chief
three domains of the personality and life of
the learner. They are as follows.

[I]l.  The personal, private domain of life
of the individual learner is motivated
by a spectrum of needs of develop-
ment. Abraham Maslow, the
renowned American psychologist,
through his famous pyramid of hier-
archy of basic needs, has listed five
fundamental needs that impel the
individual learner to undertake his
learning adventure. They are as
under:

(a).Physical needs of existence like food,
nutrition, shelter, health, exercise, rest,
medication etc.

(b). Security needs like freedom from
danger, fear, hazards etc.

(C). Social needs like family life, friendship,

community life, sense of affection, of

acceptance and of belonging

Ego needs like feeling of worth and

self-importance, leadership, position

of power etc.

(e). Selfactualisation needs including
desire for personal fulfillment, realiza-
tion of one's potential, satisfaction of
one's aspirations and expectations -
moral, spiritual and even divine

().
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The social domain in which the
learner individual lives, operates, and
enjoys the fruit of his involvement in
life and its myriad other pursuits and
activities ,

[III]. The global, general, environmental
domain including nature on one hand,
and on the other, the vast manmade
environment of the world all around.
The triple synergy to be developed,
nurtured and sustained through a
comprehensive, relevant and compe-
tent educational input is a huge task
modern education has to perform at
all levels of education, primary,
secondary, higher and professional
special type of education.

The Nature of Synergy: As a rule, ev-
ery system, be it a biological one, or a physi-
cal one or a social one or whatever it be, must
be a synthesized, harmonized, integrated
and balanced entity by itself. Take for ex-
ample, the human personality of a student.
It consists of various parts and constituents
like the body, mind, spirit, soul, attitudes,
beliefs, habits etc. All these components
must be so organically integrated with one
another as to give rise to what is known as
the WHOLE MAN. He will be a balanced
self-contained person who will be compe-
tent to function in workaday life highly pro-
ductively and satisfactorily. Such a person,
then, plays his various roles to the satisfac-
tion of himself as well as of the society. This
is what Shakespeare indicated in his famous
lines as under: ‘

All the world is a stage,

And all the men and women merely

players;

They have their exits and entrances,

And one man in his time plays many

parts.

Education must equip every learner
with capacities, skills, abilities and world
view to act his designated part well. Only a
solidly synergized person would be capable
of playing such challenging role.

Similarly, the social domain which in-

(11].

cludes the family, community,
neighbourhood, friends, and umpteen num-
bers of socio-cultural bodies, formal and
nonformal, is to be internally woven in a web
with all parts harmonised through intricate
weaving .Externally, the social domain has
to be synergized with the two other
domains, namely individual and global, into
in an intricate maze.

The global environmental domain, in
which the individual lives and his social
domain get inhered in, is a much complex
entity. It, too, will have to develop intra syn-
ergy as well as inter synergy with the other
two domains. Obviously, the hub of the
triple web is the individual, the chief player
on the stage of life. Education, therefore, will
have to focus its impact on him and through
him on the social and global domains.
Realizing and sustaining this triple synergy
is, thus, a unique and intricately artistic func-
tion of modern education.

The Process of Synergisation: The
structure of modern education as an enter-
prise as well as a transformative process
,thus ,consists of three layers, namely, the
individual learner, his society and the glo-
bal environment in which both operate. As
stated earlier, each operates at two levels.
One, it operates solo as an entity by itself in
which capacity it must develop and sustain
its intra synergy. It should, for example,
maintain its own health, vigour, capability
and sustainability. Two, it should develop
interrelationship, interplay and interdepen-
dence with the other two layers. Such per-
fect inter and intra compatibility should be
continually developed and sustained for the
educational investment to be maximally pro-
ductive.

To ensure such multilayer functioning,
specific educational inputs will be required.
Here is given a brief suggestive mechanism
for such operation. This suggestive proce-
dure is applicable to all stages of education,
i.e. primary, secondary, and tertiary, etc.

(A). The Process for the Individual
Domain: The individual is the prime mover
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of the triple synergy. He is a growing
human person. He has to be involved in
numerous formative educational experi-
ences appropriate for his age, as also for the
type of education he has to receive. The chief
areas of development of his personality are
as under.

1.  Physical, bodily needs of health,
energy, nutrition, wellness, productiv-
ity, protection against hazards like dis-
eases, addictions, accidents etc.

2, Psychological need s of developing
specific faculties like mental health,
reasoning, thinking, memorizing,
decision making, communicating
verbally as well as nonverbally ,
acquiring and mastering language
skills etc.

. 3 Emotional needs like developing
emotional balance and composure,
acquiring traits and qualities of com-
passion, empathy, righteous indigna-
tion at evils, coping skills etc.

4 Social development needs like devel-
oping team spirit, making friends, tak-
ing leadership role, organizing mobi-
lization, helping the needy in differ-
ent ways, even at personal cost etc

5. Cultural development needs through
cultivation of tastes, refined aesthet-
ics, appreciating beauty, rhythm and
delightfulness, taking active interest
in arts, recreation pursuits etc.

6. Moral, ethical and spiritual needs,
developing desirable values, develop-
ing a proactive moral and civic char-
acter, standing for a noble cause etc.

8 Technological skills for a productive
, gainful and meaningful career for
personal satisfaction as well as social
contribution to the welfare of the com-
munity, developing entrepreneurship
and risk taking and innovative behav-
ior
In essence, there will be a concerted,

well-focused and pointedly targeted educa-

tional programme to harness the develop-:

ment process on all counts simultaneously

to build up a holistic architecture of
different dimensions of the individual's
personality which would ultimately shape
an integrated all round personality of the
individual. It is such a beautifully and
delicately sculpted personality that would
meet the criteria Shakespeare laid down to
call him MAN, the unique product of nature.
Here are his words:

What a piece of work is man!

How noble in reason!

How infinite in faculties!

In action, how like an angel!

In apprehension, how like a god!

To ensure interdimensional synergy
with the two other domains, namely social
and global domains, various suitable tasks
and experiences will have to be identified
and offered to help the individual develop
such capacities and traits as would embed
his personality in the vast and variegated
landscape of society in particular and glo-
bal life in general. As a result there would
emerge a sort of symphony of the inter-
play by the actors namely the individual, his
society and the world community at large.

(B).The Process for the Social Domain:
The modern concept of education subsumes
the inclusion of the synergy of the various
constituents of the social dimension, formal
educational programmes and informal ex-
tracurricular activities and outreach initia-
tives. These will have to be so planned and
carried out so as to make the social system a
progressive, prosperous and proactive
agency that should provide both security
and challenges to the individual to operate
as a responsible and sensitive member of the
society. The activities to be provided to the
society through the individual student and
his classmates, along with the teacher, would

_ include some of the following ones.

1. Continuing adult education

‘ programmes for targeted groups like
farmers, working women, youth and
others.

2. Extension services to the society for
specific needs like community hy-
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giene, electoral awareness,
microfinance etc.
3. Professional/occupational skills train-

ing for better employability like com-
puter literacy, small savings, retailing,
marketing, communication skills etc.

4.  Capacity building programmes for
example for civic citizenship, social
reforms, mobilizing for specific mis-
sions like polio campaign, fighting
against corruption and so on

5.  Climate building like developing
cooperation among social groups and
organizations, forming peace commit-
tees, carrying out monitorial tasks for
aangan vaadis, for public distribution
system, for registering for aadhaar
cards etc.

6.  Providing training, experiences and
even apprenticeship programmes for
various life skills of modern life like
operating a bank account, carrying out
disaster management activities etc.

7. Organising internship activities to
provide practical hands-on knowledge
on one hand and supplementary
income to students in collaboration
with employers, both individual and
corporate.

8.  Establishing liaison between society
and educational institutions and their
resources and assets, both material
and expertise, so as to increase
frequent exchange of knowledge and
capacities for mutual supplementation
and enrichment.

9. Making all educational programmes and
activities progressively relevant and
meaningful to society through colla
boration, both intellectual and social.

10. Adding an egalitarian component to
education so as to turn out student
social activists and workers with a
pro-people and pro-society world
view and philosophy of life.

It is hoped that such diverse agenda of
educational inputs directly planted in the
student population and indirectly, through

them, in the entire body organic of society,
will strengthen the roots of interdimensional
synergy and, thereby, contribute to the emer-
gence of a system of community education
geared to the needs of the 21st century
challenges.

One of the grimmest challenges for In-
dia in the 21st century is that of a number of
evil practices the society has accepted as
normal though they eat into the vitals of the
system. Corruption, gender discrimination,
child abuse, crime, violence in the day-to-
day life and the notorious CHALATI HAI
attitude to life and work are the pervasive
evils, which Gandhiji used to call SINS. They
have to be fought and liquidated. Only a
socially sensitive and committed youth, so
trained in values of sensitive citizenship, by
a synergized education, can do it. Let's
remind ourselves of the proverbial seven
sins against which Gandhiji cautioned the
nation decades ago. Hopefully, such a
reminder may awaken our dormant, sloth-
ful and inert souls.

1. Commerce without ethics

2. Pleasure without conscience

3. Politics without principles

4. Knowledge (Education) without
character

5. Science without humanity

6. Wealth without labour

7. Worship without sacrifice

(C) The Process for the Global Envi-
ronmental Domain: Education as an en-
abling human activity and an organized
system does not operate in a vacuum. In the
modern age, the whole world is the arena
for it to operate interactively. The all envel-
oping environment of the world arena con-
sists of nature and nature's myriad compo-
nents and forces education has to reckon
with. It also consists of civilisational assets
of a community built by the mankind over
millennia. They include habitats, villages,
towns, cities, transportation, communication
channels, corporations, industries, agricul-
ture and hundreds of mammoth systems
and subsystems of life. Thus, the modern
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environment is a global reality on a massive
scale.

Education must get synergised with
the omnipresent environment as the present
day world has contracted into a global
village. This metamorphosis has unleashed
new dynamics of human relations, having
on one hand a potential to explode and
perish by just one error, say of nuclear
misdemeanor. and on the other hand an
equally possible prospect of undreamt pros-
perity and happiness of all members of the
human race. Therefore, education of man
must help rule out the former, i.e. the catas-
trophe, and promote the latter i.e. the wel-
fare of all. Let's, therefore, ensure the
intrasynergy of forces of education by tak-
ing steps like the following ones.

1. Providing educational inputs to the
younger generation in particular, and the
community in general, to preserve, promote
and sustain in sound health the ecological
balance in nature which is being seriously
threatened of late by climate change.

2. Inculcating in students sound traits
of world citizenship and comradeship by
nurturing in them generously cross cultural
values of friendship, brotherhood, equality,

- compassion, mobility both physical and

cultural, adjustment across cultures,
empathy and a warm humanitarian
approach to life and its problems. The
renowned American poet, Walt Whitman,
has forcefully advocated such cosmopolitan
world view in the following illustrious lines
worth ruminating over in the contemporary

- climate of selfish parochialism of all sorts:

Come, let's make the world
indissoluble,

Let's make the most splendid race,

The sun has ever shone upon.

Let's make divine, magnetic land,

With the love of comrades,

With the lifelong love of comrades.

3 Nurturing those values- moral,
political, cultural, aesthetic, and pragmatic
- that lead a person to respect all forms of
life and a commitment to carve out an

existence which is in harmony with nature
and with human societies across geographi-
cal borders as well as across diverse cultures.

4. Developing new insights, attitudes
and mores of global coexistence involving
durable sentiments of multiculturalism,
multiracialism, multiethnicism and unre-
strained mobility across geographical
borders as well as across cultures.

5. Making all educational offerings
including the curricula, syllabi, courses,
learning resources, teaching, testing and
counseling, management and alumni
involvement global and humanistic in
approach and application.

6. Developing global technological
skills in students to facilitate them to func-
tion successfully in the modern age of
knowledge, competition, excellence and
cutting edge total quality in all pursuits.

7. Organising programmes of
exchange at local, regional, national and in-
ternational levels for individuals, commu-
nities, corporations, institutions , govern-
ments, NGO's and world bodies to promote
mutual understanding, enrichment and
accommodation for a harmonious world
family of man.

8. Creating a global climate and
ambience of understanding and trust
through confidence building measures for
the preservation of peace , harmony and se-
curity in the face of arrogant world powers,
of disasters and of threats of new evils like
terrorism, extremism, regional wars, civil
strifes etc.

To ensure inter synergy among
individuals, their communities, and the
global human family, foundations of
positive attitudes will have to be laid in the
minds and hearts of people in general, and
of students and younger generation in par-
ticular, through the active and enthusiastic
partnership of the faculty and leaders of the
community, for it is only education as an
integrating human enterprise that is
eminently capable of realizing the mission
through the envisioned triple synergy.
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The Strategy of Implementing the
Triple Synergy: It is necessary to work out a
strategy of implementing the idea of the
triple synergy in our day-to-day working of
the system of education at a specific level,
namely primary, secondary, tertiary, profes-
sional etc. This will be a continuous process
whose details should be worked out by a
composite task force in every institution, be
it a university or a college or a school. The
task force should include different stake
holders, namely teachers, students, alumni,
and administrators' representatives. The
cardinal steps of the action plan would be
like the following ones.

Firstly, the concept of education should
be redefined in terms of the three domains,
namely the individual and his needs, the
society and the global environment and their
respective needs. Even the Kothari commis-
sion (1964-66) that examined the role of
education for national development about
five decades ago emphasized that education
must be regarded as integrated whole
overarching the domains of individual,
social, national and global needs.

Secondly, the role of the central agen-
cies like the university, the state government,
the central government and regulating agen-
cies like the UGC should be circumscribed
and limited only to their core functions,
powers and authority. The nuts and bolts
and the nitty gritty of the entire enterprise
of education should be within the jurisdic-
tion of institutions concerned. Intellectual,
professional and organisational autonomy
and freedom to experiment and to deviate
must be assured to all players and it must
be jealously guarded against all open and
hidden encroachments on its freedom to
function.

Thirdly, the constituents and players
must enjoy maximum autonomy to work out

their programmes and activities and should

be held responsible for all their decisions.
Fourthly, capacity building

programmes should be a permanent feature

of the working of the system operating

regularly all throughout the year. They
should apply to all players and stake hold-
ers involved. They will be thus recurrently
empowered through their exposure to train-
ing.

Fifthly, there should be a built-in
arrangement for a multifold monitoring,
evaluation and regulatory mechanism. The
system should ensure smart regulation with
light oversight with a human face as advo-
cated by the eminent scientist, Dr
R.A.Mashelkar, professor and president,
Global Research Alliance Chemical Labora-
tory (GRANCL) in his address at university
convocation in Gujarat in February 2013. The
working of this mechanism must mean se-
rious business with a zero tolerance for any
sort of negativity.

Sixthly, innovativeness and cutting
edge quality should be the soul and spirit to
move the system spirally upward with a lib-
eral provision for facilitation on one hand
and on the other for acceleration of excel-
lence on a constantly rising learning curve.

seventhly, through education,
synergized both vertically and horizontally,
the vision should be to make a fundamental
paradigm shift in the very concept of an edu-
cational institution which should ultimately
graduate from being a laboratory of life, to
a workshop of life, and from there, to a nurs-
ery of life and ultimately to a prototype of
life itself- a pinnacle of existence in all its
glory. Such paradigm shift can occur only
when the system adopts a different and un-
usual path in place of the traditionally trod-
den, worn out, stereotype one. In the follow-
ing immortal words, the renowned Ameri-
can poet, Robert Frost, has extolled the vir-
tue of such path in bringing about a quality
change in life:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and

I Took the one less travelled by

And that has made all the difference.

The said strategy for making a vital
difference to the erstwhile religiously fol-
lowed stereotype path needs to be treated
as a flux which will continue to flow, to
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change and to assume newer, more vibrant
forms. And that would, hopefully, eventu-
ally be a replica of life itself!

Conclusion : The 21st century is a
unique period of time in human history,
which can either spell doom for the human
race, given the piles of negative lethal forces
accumulated over years by man- the atomic
energy, armaments, disregard for values ,
particularly of harmony, coexistence and
regard for life itself, gross consumerism,
insatiable greed , crass materialism, extreme
poverty and destitution; or can lift the
human race to unforeseen heights of pros-
perity, wellness, security, brotherhood ,
fellow feeling and cultural effervescence
never dreamt of, given the new power man
has acquired through knowledge, science,
technology ,arts and the treasures of new
knowledge through research and innova-
tion.

It is possible, with the synergized
power of knowledge realizing the integra-
tion of the individual with his immediate
social surrounding on one hand, and on the
other, with the ubiquitous global environ-
ment positively and constructively, into a
new entity, that the profusely empowered
holistic man could make HEAVEN itself
descend on the earth. The Indian mythology
has seen king Bhagirath do that feat of bring-
ing the holy Ganga down on the earth. Qual-
ity education, based on triple synergy in the
21st century, does have the potential of em-
powering the student population in particu-
lar and the average Indian citizen, the AAM
AADAM]I, in general, to realize the dream
of making the mundane life a heaven on
earth. Rabindranath Tagore dreamt of real-
izing that dream on behalf of every Indian
compatriot decades ago, by offering this soul
stirring prayer. Let's all echo and reecho that
soulful prayer to strengthen our determina-
tion to transform our lives through a prop-
erly synergized education.

Where the mind is without fear,
And the head is held high;
Where knowledge is free,

Where the world has not been
broken up,

By narrow domestic walls;

Where words come out from the
depth of the truth,

Where the clear stream of reason
has not lost its way

Into the dreary desert sands of dead
habits;

Into that HEAVEN of freedom,
My Father!

Let my country awake.
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and his understanding of the issue.. It
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p. Viii-ix)
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