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“The real teacher is like the gardener who nurtures the plant and not a
carpenter who cuts pieces of wood to fit into certain locations or a painter
who covers them with an exterior coat of paint. Unless the tutor stimulates
thinking rather than mere memorizing, deeper intellectual interests rather
than aversion to thought, better perception of values rather than in
appreciation, he serves no useful purpose but may nourish wrong habits
which will be difficult to eradicate. The tutor has to bear in mind that he is -
not merely teaching a subject, but is educating men and women to take
their places as intelligent citizens of the nation."

**...The right kind of teacher... not only loves his subject, he loves also
those whom he teaches. His success will be measured not in terms of
percentage of passes alone... but equally through the quality of life and
character of men and women whom he has taught."

_ Radhakrishnan Education Commission
1948-49
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TO THE NATION'S TEACHER

Therefore go forth, companion,
When you find no highway, no track,
All being blind,

The way to go shall glimmer

In thy mind.

Though you have conquered the earth
And charted the sea,

And planned the course of all the stars
That be,

Adventure on,

More wonders are in thee.

Adventure on

For from the littlest clue
Has come whatever worth
Man ever knew,

And the next to lighten all men,
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I am not an expert on Constitution
but my background as an administra-
tor, with many years of experience in
the education field, has enabled me to
look closely at some of the provisions
in Indian Constitution in the context of
education reforms.

1. Article 30 empowers all minori-
ties the right to establish and admin-
ister educational institutions of their
choice. I studied in a college estab-
lished and administered by a Christian
mission. We had a church in the college
but I was never asked to attend a
service. After five years in college, my
exposure to Christianity was as rudi-
mentary as it was when I had enrolled.
We had a handful of Christian students
in the College and the general environ-
ment was no different from any other
college in the campus.

There are hundreds of schools and
colleges in the country which get spe-
cial dispensations by virtue of being a
minority institution. They do nothing
to promote religion, language or cul-
ture of the minority they represent. I
believe that the Constitution has pre-
scribed a very narrow definition of a
minority institution. Article 29 says
that “any section of the citizens.. .hav-
ing a distinct language, script or cul-
ture of its own shall have the right to
conserve the same." The establishment

Education Reforms :
\ ~  Need Constitution Amendments /"

Sudhir G. Mankad Fitn T

of a minority institution should be to
fulfill the objective enshrined in Article
29 but very few minority educational
institutions achieve this objective.

Under the existing provision of
the Constitution, Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity is not a minority institution as
it was set up by an Act of Parliament,
even though it has made outstanding
contribution to preserve and promote
Muslim scholarship, traditions and
culture, whereas hundreds of schools
and colleges promoted by linguistic
and religious minorities, which make
very little effort to promote their lan-
guage or faith enjoy all the benefits of
a minority institution.

I have been told that The Right to
Education Act (RtE Act) will not be
applicable to minority institutions. If
true this means most of them will
continue to run like private schools,
some even getting grants from Govern-
ment, but will not be required to enroll
25% poor and disadvantaged students
as required by the RtE Act. As part of
agenda for education reforms, I think
there is a strong case for revisiting the
definition of minority institutions and
accord this status only to those which
actually promote the language, religion
and culture of their people.

2. Item 66 of Union List reads:
*Co-ordination and determination of
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standards in institutions of higher
education or research and scientific
and technical education.' In pursuance
of this University Grants Commission
was established to promote standard of
education in universities and colleges.
Government of India has also estab-
lished AICTE for achieving the same
objective for technical, MCI for medical
and NCTE for teacher's education. The
rampant corruption in AICTE, MCI
and NCTE was exposed recently. UGC
is equally culpable for allowing thou-
sands of sub standard arts, commerce
and science colleges. Many States
would like to set things right but they
have no power to derecognize such
institutions ! India is a large country
and it is unrealistic to expect one
central agency to lay down standards
or monitor their adherence in thou-
sands of institutions. I think that there
is a strong case for listing Item 66 in
the Concurrent List so that States also
get authority and responsibility to

A2l ss1e4lHi W@el-l sqouHl R ARzeled ¢oudl 28l ¢dl. Wdeld
ALt 44l uedl 2 U ML eleuddl <d UL oll. A [Qeudll ada
ARzledd Asld 531 ad 2n s¢l o, uig da dl 2ug sdl adl 8.
AAR ¥id g oy, Wl Ul 2iigcudd 16l AUlRzeled AM vue wdl.
s o dar [Qeudl2d qofi A4 quyui Asdl <l ARzl 4 Wy,
A9 da [Qeuelld sqi: 2del Hgi ¢dl, UG A Al sl Helt .

Acd, A5t Sl Ml 6. A WHAL H%9413 Wt YHG U3, 4616l
wHal qag ud. 2udl Hamer sedl A ucds Hedl 2«u@s 6.

ensure better quality in higher and
technical education.

3. My last submission is relating
to role of Urban Local Bodies (ULBs)
in elementary education. The RtE Act
entrusts the responsibility for provid-
ing free and compulsory elementary
education to all children of the age of
6 to 14 to ULBs in their area of
jurisdiction. However, the 12th Sched-
ule to the Constitution, inserted as a
result of 74th Amendment, which lists
the functions States are expected to
transfer to ULBs, does not include
“elementary education’. In Gujarat, out
of 165 ULBs, only 19 are providing
elementary education, the remaining
have resolved not to accept this re-
sponsibility as they lack financial and
other resources for this. In view of the
responsibility given to ULBs by the RtE
Act, the subject “elementary education’
needs to be included in the 12th Sched-
ule to the Constitution.

- JRdd W
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