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Do your duty and be detached from its
outcome, do not be driven by the end
product, enjoy the process of getting there.

- 2:47 SRIMAD BHAGVAD GITA
26™ July 1998 was the most memo-
rable day in my life. That was the day
on which I met an unknown grey haired
man who asked me if I was willing to
join the institute at a basic pay of Rs.
8,000/- plus other allowances as admis-
sible. I did not know that this question
would change my life in due course of
time. I did not know that I was speaking
to a man who was committed to the
spread of education. I was still in the
awe of that offer made by him and an
appointment letter was placed in my
hand which had been signed by none
other than Shri Maneklal M. Patel who
went on to influence my life later.

His one word had lot of effect on
me and then I did not see him till 10"
d August 1998, the day on which I
joined S. K. Patel Institute of Manage-
ment and Computer Studies as a Lec-
turer in MBA Department. On 12" Au-
gust 1998 1 saw him speaking in the
opening ceremony of the Institute where
in he was being congratulated by every
one for the fighting spirit shown by him
in getting approval for both MBA and

' MCA programmes. At that point of time
I was totally new to Gujarat and also
Gujarati language and was not under-
standing what was being spoken. I was
trying to just translate the same into
English and understand what was being

spoken. But the message from him was
loud and clear that he wanted the insti-
tute to flourish well and advised every-
one to take their work seriously. It was
on this day that Shri Maneklal Patel
along with Shri N. K. Patel took off to
the US for meeting alumni of Sarva
Vidyalaya Kelvani Mandal and request
them to be a part of a big journey ahead.

The next three days passed off with
the commencement of classes and on 16"
d August 1998 1 was called to the
Chairman's Office situated in the C. M.
High School building and was told that
I was being provided with accommoda-
tion on the campus and had to look after
the hostels as its Rector on the directions
from Shri Maneklal M. Patel who was in
the US then. Again I was amazed at this
decision of his as I had met Honourble
Saheb only twice before this decision. I
readily accepted the same and was pro-
vided with accommodation on the cam-
pus. I did not even think of where this
decision would lead me to.

Life moved for the next three years
as usual and my association with Shri
Maneklal Saheb started growing slowly.
In July 2001 for the first time he asked
me "KYA MERE SAATH KAM KAROGE"
for which I replied "I am already work-
ing with you." He said, Although you are
working with me but this time it would
be for specific purposes and for the
development of the institutions. This
meant a lot to me as I was just learning
the processes of making applications to
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various approval authorities especially
AICTE.

It was during this time that he
called me and said that we need to make
applications for commencement of B.Ed.
programmes both at Gandhinagar and
Kadi. I was just astonished at the speed
of the decision taken by him in giving
this work to me. I then asked Mr.
Narsinhbhai Patel from the Mandal Of-
fice for various land documents for the
proposed B.Ed. college. Again I was
given the document which was in
Guijarati but having worked with Saheb
these three years between 1998 and 2001
I have started to understand and read
Gujarati and then tried to translate the
Land Documents into English which was
necessary for the approval to be obtained
from National Council for Teachers Edu-
cation. One day during September 2001
when I completed translation of the Land
Documents into English there were some
words like "MEHSUL" etc which I could
not translate and wrote them as they
were where in Shri Maneklal Patel Saheb
has told me the meaning of "MEHSUL"
as Revenue. I remember that he made
26 corrections in the whole document
which was later on notarized by Shri
Shambuji Thakore who is currently a
member of Legislative Assembly from
Gandhinagar Constituency.

This was the beginning of the rela-
tionship and bonding which later on
went on to be cemented in an insepa-
rable manner with the approval of LDRP
Institute of Technology and Research in
2005, VPMP Polytechnic in 2006, Kadi
Sarva Vishwavidyalaya in 2007,
Chanchalben Mafatlal. Patel College of
Nursing in 2008 and so on. It has been
a great experience working with such a

noble soul who has only one thing in
mind ie., spread of education at an
affordable cost to everyone and it is from
Shri Maneklal M. Patel Saheb that I have
learnt practical approach towards life. I
still remember the 1% February 2005 at
around 10-30 a.m. we met Smt.
Anandiben Patel, then Honourable Edu-
cation Minister, Gujarat State and now
Revenue Minister and submitted an ap-
plication for establishment of a Univer-
sity. The dream of establishment of
University went on to be realized in the
year 2007 with the passing of "Kadi
Sarva Vishwavidyalaya Act" on 30" of
March 2007 in the Gujarat Assembly.
The happiness of Shri Maneklal M Patel
was insurmountable on that day and I
have seen a different personality in him
on that day and he was just enjoying the
establishment of the University like a
Child.

All these years of my association
with Shri Maneklal Saheb has made me
known to everyone including his family
members as SK and wherever he went
I was accompanying him whether it was
the Secretariat or any other function.

The news of his demise has come
as a rude shock to me as it was unbe-
lievable since the whole day of 12%
January 2012 he was in his office at
Gandhinagar giving usual directions to
all of us on the works to be completed
before the commencement of next term
and as usual signing the Resolutions for
opening of various bank accounts and
also signing cheques.

I on behalf of me and my family
members pray to God that may his soul
rest in peace and hope to take forward his
works for the Development of Education
in association with other members of
Sarva Vidyalaya Parivar.
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